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News Release  
 
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

More than 50 Families Show GRIT During the Woodridge Police 
Department Scavenger Hunt 

 The Woodridge Police Department organized a scavenger hunt for kids in grades K-8 to 
demonstrate perseverance and determination, both attributes of people that have grit  

 69 families signed up to participate in the scavenger hunt, and 52 families found all 10 clues  

 COUNTRY Financial representative David Hegji sponsored the scavenger hunt through the 
organization’s Operation Helping Heroes program 
 

WOODRIDGE, Ill., September 2, 2020:  The Woodridge Police Department organized the 

GRIT Scavenger Hunt for Woodridge kids in grades K-8 from July 15 through early August 2020, 

demonstrate perseverance and determination – 

both attributes of people with grit. In all, 69 

families that registered to participate and 52 

families successfully found all 10 clues. The first 20 

families that completed the scavenger hunt 

received a $50 gift certificate to a Woodridge 

restaurant, and every participant received an award 

package. 

“The GRIT program I teach in Woodridge 

school emphasizes the importance of having 

passion and persistence to succeed in life,” said 

Officer Jeff Bean. “I’m thrilled to see that so many 

people in the Woodridge community worked to 

achieve a goal in a fun, family activity. The 

participants submitted more than 500 photos 

during the scavenger hunt. I’m sure each of them 

had a big smile behind their mask.” 

Participants used clues to find 10 locations around Woodridge, and each location had a 

document taped inside the building entrance with a QR code. The participants scanned the QR code 

on their phones to receive the clue that leads to the next site. At each location, participants took a selfie 

and uploaded the photo to an online form.  

From left, David Hegji, Officer Bean, Erin O'Brien, Liam, 
O'Brien, Gavin O'Brien, Chief Cunningham, and Deputy Chief 
Stefanson. The O'Brien family successfully completed the GRIT 
Scavenger Hunt by 9:59 a.m., on the first day of the event and 
finished in first place. They received a $50 gift certificate to a 
Woodridge restaurant courtesy of David Hegji, COUNTRY 
FINANCIAL.  
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“I’m very proud to be part of this family event that was a fun activity for everyone that 

participated.  And what a great way help support our local community restaurants!” said David Hegji, 

COUNTRY Financial Representative. 

COUNTRY Financial David Hegji sponsored the scavenger hunt through the organization’s 

Operation Helping Heroes program, which provides funding for first responder, military and 

healthcare organizations.  

 COUNTRY Financial will donate more than $3 million in 2020 to organizations and 

programs that support first responders and active duty service members, supporting the company’s 

vision to “enrich lives in the communities we serve.” 

One parent that completed the GRIT Scavenger Hunt said, “I loved everything and had a great 

time.  Thank you for helping us parents add a little excitement to our summer. This was a great way to 

get the kids out and about!” For more information about the Woodridge Police Department GRIT 

educational program taught in Woodridge schools, please visit 

https://www.woodridgeil.gov/my_government/police_department/grit_program.php. 

 

https://www.woodridgeil.gov/my_government/police_department/grit_program.php
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